
 
 

We are excited to move this year’s gala from “Mission 
Impossible” to “Mission Possible “. Join us October 19, 2019 
at 5:00pm as we celebrate the ground breaking of the 
Harmony Playground. We are pleased to announce Lauren 
Potter as our keynote speaker. Chris Hendricks will provide 
entertainment and the evening honoree will be our very own 
Clayton native, Chris Archer, Pitcher for the Pittsburg 
Pirates!" 
 

Save the Date! 

Mission of the Playground 

• The Harmony 
Playground at East 
Clayton Community Park 
is designed to be a one-of-
a-kind Inclusion Play 
destination inviting and 
enabling children of ALL 
abilities to play together 
in a safe, educational and 
supportive environment 
where families, caregivers 
and citizens in support of 
inclusion come together. 

 

MISSION POSSIBLE 
Saturday October 19, 2019 

 
OCT. 12, 2019 

 
OCT. 18, 2019 

 
OCT. 19, 2019 

F A L L  2 0 1 9  

 

Ground Breaking 
Ceremony 

East Clayton 
Community Park 

10am 

 

Harmony Golf 
Tournament 

Neuse Golf course    

8:30am Registration 

10am Tee off 

 

Harmony 
Playground Gala 

The Farm at 42 

5pm 
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What is an “Inclusive 
Playground” 

With inclusive playgrounds, the objective is to include everyone. They are thoughtfully designed 
to provide a safe place where children of all abilities can play together, and are developmentally 
appropriate for children with and without disabilities. 

An inclusive playground takes away barriers and allows both physical and social interaction, while 
providing a “sensory rich” experience for all. 

An inclusive playground focuses on the following components to ensure a positive, engaging 
experience for all children. 

  

The Harmony Playground will be located on two acres donated by the Town of Clayton on the East 

Clayton Community Park Site. This playground is the result of a public-private partnership between 
the Town of Clayton (public) and the Clayton Community Recreational Foundation, Inc. (private) 

and was approved by the Clayton Town Council in February of 2014. Clayton Parks and Recreation 
will maintain and staff the playground. 
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How Important is the 
Playground? 

Savannah’s Story 
 
My daughter Savannah Hall was born in 1999, 4 weeks early, weighing in at 4.5 
pounds.  She spent 30 days in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NICU).   Respirators, 
incubators, and feeding tubes became our new normal.  Doctors told us that they 
wanted to run genetic testing because something “just wasn’t quite right”.  When 
Savannah was two weeks old, we received the diagnosis that changed all our 
lives.  Savannah was diagnosed with a chromosome rearrangement that doctors said 
would cause her to be “severely mentally impaired, and most likely would never walk 
or talk”.    
 
With heavy hearts, we took home our preemie believing we were bringing home an 
infant to be cared for the rest of her life.  
 
As Savannah got older, so did our optimism that she would walk, talk and that she 
would grow into her own person.  Trust me, when I say that doctors are human and do 
not know everything.  Today, Savannah is a 19-year old high schooler that runs 
around everywhere unassisted, never stops talking (although even I have difficulty 
understanding her). 
 
Why Kay Supports the Harmony Playground: 
 
If I took my older child to area playgrounds, Savannah was for the most part, confined 
to a stroller – even as old as a five-year old.  As most kids her chronological age were 
holding onto swings and climbing small ladders for slides, Savannah didn’t have the 
upper-body strength and coordination to sit up in a swing or the hand strength to hold 
onto the ropes.  She couldn’t hold onto a ladder and climb like the other children.  She 
was years behind in these simple acts of childhood.   She was too old for a “baby 
swing”, therefore, we did a lot of “lap swings”--which were difficult since I had to hold 
onto her and hold onto the swing (another reason mothers need more than two 
arms).   We were given funny looks by other typical children, and sometimes, even 
adults. 
 
Regardless of their abilities, I believe all children deserve a safe place to play together 
and to feel welcome and included.  In honor of my daughter Savannah and other 
children like her, I encourage you to help make the Harmony playground a 
reality.  Donate and receive a special t-shirt to show your support; donate a brick in 
honor of someone you know with a disability; or, honor your typical kids 
by donating a brick that will serve as a permanent reminder of your 
support for this important community effort.  

To donate go to: www.harmonyplayground.org 


